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 Recently, the Soo Evening News published an 

article about the district’s efforts to support 

students who have been identified as homeless. 

There were 77 students identified as homeless 

last year; so far this school year, 51 students 

have been determined to be homeless. The 

McKinney-Vento Act provides financial 

resources to school districts across the country 

to help support homeless students. However, 

many of those resources have been reduced, or 

in some cases eliminated, due to budget cuts at 

the Federal level. As a result, local school 

districts and their communities have worked to 

fill the void. In our district, Special Education 

teacher Carol McKay volunteers to serve as the 

district’s homeless liaison. In her role, Carol 

works with building staff, teachers, and 

administration to identify students who are 

homeless and in need of additional support. 

Carol also works with local businesses, service 

and religious groups, and individuals who 

provide much needed support for our homeless 

students through donations of food and cash, or 

by donating monies raised through fundraisers.  

 

Cuts in the Federal SNAP (Supplemental           

Nutrition Assistance Program) have created the 

need to provide food for some of our students 

and their families. One of the examples of 

community support is the “Helping Hands” 

food pantry at Malcolm High School. Through 

donations of food and purchases of food made 

possible by donations, students who need food 

have access to canned goods and other items. 

Additionally, the Salvation Army is providing 

“weekend food backpacks” for students to help 

address hunger on the weekends; Soo 

SuperValu provides vouchers for fresh fruit 

and vegetables; War Memorial Hospital 

provides meal vouchers so students can have a 

full meal on the weekends. Additional support 

has been provided by the high school’s 

Working on Wellness student group and LSSU 

students. 

 

After the article appeared in the Evening News, 

my office received several phone calls from 

community members who wanted to make 

donations to help support our homeless 

students. Our community has a rich tradition of 

helping those in need, and this is another 

example of how we respond when there is a 

need. On behalf of the district, and most 

importantly our students, thank you to the 

many individuals, businesses, and groups who 

provide this important support. Also, thank you 

to the Evening News for helping increase 

awareness of this need for support. Anyone 

interested in making a donation can contact my 

office at 635-6609. 

 

 It’s hard to believe that the Holidays are nearly 

upon us. It seems as if the school year just 

started! I wish everyone a very Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year! 

NOTES FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 

Dr. Tim Hall 
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Staff at the Sault Area Career Center nominated their outstanding students in Career Center programs 

for the first quarter, September 3-November 1, 2013 of the 2013-2014 school year. 

 

Pictured in the front row, left to right: Joshua Pinkoski, Construction Trades; Terrance Fuller, 

Accounting/Financial Marketing; community sponsor Shannon Veum of National Office Products and 

Printing; Jacob Peiffer, Information Technology; Jack Scheid, Machine Tool Technology; Back row, 

left to right: Emily Ferroni, Administrative Services; Summer Bachand, Work-based Learning; Tasha 

Cook, Drafting & Design; Emilee Parr, Welding, Brazing & Soldering. Not shown in the picture is 

Zachary Jodoin, Health Sciences and Ryan Griffith, Automotive Technology.  In addition to the 

recognition by the staff, each student was presented with a $25 Visa gift card by our community 

sponsor Shannon Veum of National Office Products and Printing, Inc. 

Career Center First Quarter Outstanding Students 

Soo Township’s Robotics Team 

Soo Township's robotics team, the Blizzard Wizards, were 

named the Grand Champions in the fifth annual FIRST LEGO 

League regional tournament held at Lake Superior State 

University on November 23rd. They competed against five 

other elementary and middle school teams from the Eastern 

Upper Peninsula and Northern Lower Peninsula.  The teams 

had the tasks of designing a Nature's Fury Lego creation and 

guiding the creation through an obstacle course, using optical 

and mechanical sensors, in order to be able to prepare for and 

rebuild after natural disasters.  Soo Township's team consisted 

of current and former students Lilly Alaspa, Dryden 

Bergeron, Rece Boulette, Bonnie Li, Alyssa Morley, Tyler 

Welch and Zachary Wilcox. The team is coached by Soo 

Township teachers Symantha Morley, Christy Wilcox and 

assistants Leslie Boulette and Michael Gordon. The Soo 

Township team will be competing in the FIRST Lego League 

state tournament in Flint on December 14. 
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Congratulations Michigan Assistant Principal of the Year – Mr. Carl McCready 
 

MASSP is proud to announce the 2013-14 Michigan Assistant Principal of the Year – Mr. Carl 

McCready from Sault Area High School and Career Center. Principal John Sherry submitted Carl's 

nomination and letters of support were included from the Superintendent, the Director of the Career 

Center, teachers and parents. In reading the letters of support, it was clear that Carl McCready is 

making a difference in the lives of his students as a role model and an advocate for education. 

  

Carl began working for the Sault Ste. Marie Area Public Schools 15 years ago when he began his 

career as a math teacher. Superintendent Hall noted, "He quickly distinguished himself as a leader in 

the math department and as a very ‘kid-centered' educator." While serving as a teacher Carl was 

involved in a number of extra duty responsibilities – he worked with the National Honor Society and 

was a Class Advisor while also sitting on a number of building committees. He also served on the 

School Improvement Team and the District Improvement Team. In 2008, Carl transitioned from the 

classroom to take the role of Assistant Principal. 

  

In the many letters of support found in Carl's application, there were a number of similar comments 

such as "gifted professional," "dedicated," "student-centered," "trustworthy," "data nut," and "problem 

solver." As an Assistant Principal, Carl is responsible for student discipline in a large Class A high 

school, but he still finds the time to be heavily involved in academic issues. Carl was noted as a 

curriculum expert who collaborates with colleagues and has a strong vision for college and career 

readiness. He also has been instrumental in helping to implement the District's new teacher evaluation 

system – designing PD and supporting the work of the staff. As the chair of the building and district 

School Improvement Teams, Carl's skillful work as a collaborative leader is very much showcased. 

  

The staff and administration at Sault Schools congratulate Mr. McCready on his selection as the 

MASSP’s 2013-14 Assistant Principal of the Year. He is truly deserving of this recognition, and the 

staff and students of Sault High School are extremely proud of this accomplishment. In April, Mr. 

McCready will join the rest of the state Principals of the Year in Washington DC for the ceremony to 

honor the National Assistant Principal of the Year. Good luck Mr. McCready! 
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Stacey Weinrick 
 
Students take various paths after their high school graduation; many enroll in universities in 

pursuit of further education, others immediately enter the work force, while some choose to 

enter the military.  However, one commonality that pervades most students after graduation is 

an uncertainty about their future.  Choosing a career path is daunting and many, including 

alumnus Stacey Weinrick, didn’t quite know where the future would take her. 

 

1991 Sault High graduate Stacey Weinrick was nearing completion of her biology degree from 

Lake Superior State University when her family dog was diagnosed with bone cancer.  After 

numerous visits to Dr. Crit Holland’s veterinary clinic, Dr. Holland asked if she had ever 

considered a career in veterinary medicine?  He invited her to spend some time volunteering at 

his clinic to get an inside look at the practice.  It only took a few visits and Stacey knew exactly which career path 

she would pursue.  After working on pre-requisites for vet school, which included volunteering at a veterinary 

clinic, Stacey applied to Michigan State University’s School of Veterinary Medicine a year later. 

 

Today Dr. Stacey Weinrick owns City Pets Veterinary Clinic in Ann Arbor with fellow veterinarian Dr. Gretchen 

Hui.  They specialize in household pets such as dogs and cats, but also work with exotic pets like birds, snakes, 

lizards, and even spiders (although Stacey lets her partner handle the spiders).  Dr. Weinrick gets the most 

satisfaction from diagnosing sick animals and helping them live longer, happier, and healthier lives.  “I really enjoy 

getting to know people and their pets, and I love the intellectual challenge that’s involved in diagnosing illness in 

animals.  It can be tough to figure out what’s causing an animal to be sick when they can’t tell you how they feel or 

what they’re experiencing.” 

 

Dr. Weinrick encourages students thinking about a career in veterinary medicine to pursue that interest, but they 

should realize that being a veterinarian can be very stressful and emotional.  “It’s good to see what it’s like 

firsthand before you decide you want to do this.  Get some experience in a vet hospital if you can.  Volunteer at few 

different places – clean kennels, help at shelters, visit farms, etc.”  Stacey also thinks that the biggest misconception 

about being a vet is the idea that they get to hang out with puppies and kittens every day.  “We do see puppies and 

kittens, and it’s great when we do and when they’re healthy.  But we also see a lot of sick animals, and mean 

animals, and sometimes the sick animals are the puppies and kittens.  And many people think we just work with 

animals.  While we do take care of animals, we actually work with people.  

Everything we do for a pet also involves us communicating with that pet’s owner, 

and a lot of times we are trying to help the people just as much as we are trying to 

help their pet.” 

 

Stacey feels the Sault Schools “really helped prepare me for college and medical 

school.  The small size and personal attention you get is really beneficial, and I 

personally learn better in that kind of environment.”  As for living in a city six 

hours south of her hometown, Stacey says she “really misses living so close to the 

water.  And I really miss the great winters!  I know they’re long, but we just don’t 

get the snow down here like you do up north and I miss it!” 

 

Stacey and her husband Ralph have a son Owen (2 yrs.), a doberman named Hugo, 

and 3 cats.  And soon they will welcome another member to their family; a 

daughter, in February. 
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Mrs. Gail Storey 

Lincoln Elementary School 

Students Benefit From Extra Support in Reading Recovery 

Reading Recovery is a highly effective short-term intervention of one-to-one tutoring for first graders 

who are not catching on to the complex set of concepts that make reading and writing possible. The 

goal of Reading Recovery is to dramatically reduce the number of first-grade students who have 

extreme difficulty learning to read and write and to reduce the cost of these learners to educational 

systems. The objective of Reading Recovery lessons is to promote accelerated learning so that 

students catch up to their peers, close the achievement gap as quickly as possible, and can benefit 

from classroom instruction without supplemental help. 

 

Individual students receive a half-hour lesson each school day for 12 to 20 weeks with a specially 

trained Reading Recovery teacher. In Sault Schools, each elementary building has a full-time Reading 

Recovery teacher. As soon as students can meet grade-level expectations and demonstrate that they 

can continue to work independently in the classroom, their lessons are discontinued, and new students 

begin individual instruction. 

 

Professional development is an essential part of Reading Recovery, utilizing a three-tiered 

approach that includes teachers, teacher leaders, and university trainers. Professional development for 

all Reading Recovery teachers begins with an academic year of graduate-level study and continues in 

subsequent years. Reading Recovery teachers develop observational skills and a variety of 

intervention procedures tailored to meet the individual needs of at-risk students. 

 

Reading Recovery has a strong tradition of success with struggling readers. Developed in New 

Zealand 30 years ago, Reading Recovery now also operates in most states in the United States, as well 

as the Bureau of Indian Affairs Schools, Canada, the United Kingdom, and Australia. 

Ms. Kathryn Jennings 

Soo Township Elementary School 

Mrs. Michelle Marger  

Washington Elementary School 
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Madyson Gee, Madison Bunker and 

Laken Woodgate get instruction from 

LSSU student Emily Schleben on how 

to use Moh's Hardness Scale to 

determine the varying hardness of 

several mineral samples in Mr. 

McLeod's Earth Science class.  Students 

also determined the streak, luster and 

fracture of these minerals. 

Mineral Lab 

Each November, Washington School students 

assemble to honor America's veterans. This year's 

Veterans Day Ceremony included a visit from 

members of the Sault Ste. Marie American Legion 

Post #3.  Commander Jim Douquette addressed the 

students and the Color Guard presented our 

flag.  Students joined legion members in the Pledge 

of Allegiance and Taps was played to honor our 

fallen soldiers.  Retired Washington School teacher 

Patty Olsen organized this year's event.   
 

Veterans Day Ceremony 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Malcolm Students to Tour International Bridge 
 

Ten lucky Malcolm High School students will have a chance to participate in the Sault Ste. Marie International Arch 

Tour Visit.  Malcolm High School teacher Jeanine Sherman has been working very closely with the International Bridge 

Authority’s General Manager, Phil Becker and Bridge Engineer, Karl Hansen.   Over the summer Mrs. Sherman 

approached Mr. Becker about a possible bridge tour for her service learning students.  Mr. Becker was very eager to 

assist her and support the Malcolm High School students’ service learning 

efforts. 

 

In this joint effort to connect students with community and have a little 

friendly competition, there are four scheduled events that will occur this 

school year.  In September, Mr. Becker and a few Bridge Authority staff 

members shared a PowerPoint presentation which was an overview of the 

binational governance and operation model that is unique to the Sault 

Crossing.  This was followed by a question and answer session and a chance 

for students to try on the harnesses that will be connecting them to the bridge 

if they are one of the lucky ten that get to attend the tour.   

 

On Thursday, December 12, Mrs. Sherman’s math classes along with Mrs. 

McRorie’s Economics classes took a trip to the International Bridge to tour 

the Customs and Border Patrol facility, the IBA garage, and a tour and demo 

of the bridge security center.  In May, Mrs. Sherman will take her Geometry class to Sault College for a bridge building 

competition.  Each student will receive a balsa wood kit.  Students will have approximately 3 weeks to create a bridge 

and the class will return to test their structures.  Cash and prizes of up to $1000 will be awarded.  May 9 will be the Arch 

Tour Visit consisting of the 5 Malcolm High School students with the most service learning hours and 5 math students 

earning top honors for their bridge project that will be conducted inside the classroom.  The students are very excited 

about this opportunity and we would like to thank the International Bridge Authority for assisting us with these projects.  
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Sault Area High School is offering an Extended Day Tutoring Program.  The program is federally funded 

through 31 At Risk Funds and will run throughout the school year on days when school is in session.    

Registration forms are available in the guidance office.  Students meeting particular eligibility criteria can 

attend free of cost.  Non-eligible students can still attend for $20 per month.  Payments can be made to the high 

school office.  If unsure about meeting the criteria, contact Jennifer Blair at 906-635-3839 x 5820 or 

jblair@eup.k12.mi.us. 

 

Every Monday through Thursday, students can proceed to the 

scheduled teacher’s classroom for tutoring from 3:15-4:30. The 

schedule is as follows: 

 

Monday: Ms. Lauren Moore - English Language Arts 

Tuesday: Ms. Rebecca Denison - Science 

Wednesday:  Dr. Shannon Reierson - Compass/Social Studies 

Thursday: Mrs. Lori Gilbertson - Math 

 
Pictured to the right is Rebecca Denison assisting Robyn Windsor in 

science for a Sault Area Career Center Health Science course. 

Extended Day Tutoring Program 

Ayla Kilponen won first place in a writing contest 

that was sponsored by LSSU. She earned a $25 gift 

certificate and will have her tall tale published in a 

book. There were over 100 5th graders who 

submitted their tall tales. Ayla read her winning tall 

tale to the Board of Education at the December 

Board meeting. 

LSSU Writing Contest  

Sault Area Middle School has been busy collecting the school issued Netbooks from the 7th and 8th graders. The district 
will be re-formatting these and re-issue to teachers as classroom sets. This is in preparation for the new testing the 
Michigan Department of Education is placing on schools next year.  
 
The Greater Michigan Education Consortium (GMEC) was selected to lead the Activity 3: Classroom Readiness 
Professional Development Program through the Technology Readiness Infrastructure Grant (TRIG).  Genesee 
Intermediate School District (GISD) serves as fiscal agent for GMEC. The purpose of the Classroom Readiness 
Professional Development Program is to build the capacity of Michigan educators to effectively plan and implement 
online assessments and “Any Time, Any Place, Any Way, Any Pace” learning through increasing technology 
proficiency.  Under this program, pilot sites were selected to complete a blended technology course using elements of 
best practice instruction.  Sault Area Middle School was selected as a pilot site.  Teachers Marcia Dettloff and Tom 
Suggitt were chosen to attend the training. They will then train the entire middle school staff during the course of the 
school year. All Teachers at Sault Area Middle School will expand in the areas of: 

 

-Best Practice through Technology Integration 
-Michigan technology standards (teachers and students) 
-Blended Learning 
-Technology use and integration 
-Data collection and analysis 
-Next gen assessments 
  
This will all be accomplished through a collaborative Moodle course with time provided by the district through 
professional development days. 

SAMS Preparing for Newly Required Online Testing 
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NOTICE 

Sault Area Public Schools policy prohibits discrimination because of 

race, color, national origin, sex, religion, or disability.  Any person who 
believes he or she has been discriminated against in any activity should 

immediately contact the Compliance Officer at Sault Ste. Marie Area 

Public Schools, 876 Marquette Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783, 
Telephone 906-635-6609. 
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Under the No Child Left Behind Legislation governing federally funded 

education programs, parents may contact the Sault Area Public Schools 
administration office for information on the education and certifications of 
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